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Throughout the 2021 State Legislative session, state
after state introduced leqgislation that directly
targets transgender young people and attempted to
limit our freedom. This session followed 2020's anti-
trans legislation wave that had focused on
restricting trans peoples’ access to facilities like
restrooms. While conservative leaders using policy
to hurt trans communities is nothing new, we've
seen a recent narrowing of focus onto trans youth.
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A year and a half into a global pandemic, state leaders
have decided that this is the right time to make it a
crime for a doctor to provide healthcare to trans youth.
Policymakers have also decided to prioritize a flawed
and recycled debate over faimess in sports in order to
justify banning trans athletes from playing alongside
our peers, These kinds of attacks are neither random g | BR
or coincidental. a—
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* Imagine what it would look like if we showed up by
* the thousands and sald: "Actually no. You can't
Do you remember Betsy Devos? just throw doctors in jall for treating patientst” and

Under her leadership, the US Department of Education “Let them play or we're voting you out!” When we

made it clear that it would not investigate complaints dream of the future, we're united in liberation. To
from trans students, helping the then-president set the 9@t there, we must be united now, and this means
stage for these continued attacks on trans students., 92tting clearonwhat is happening and how to be

Political attacks like this take advantage of the fact " Solidarity with trans youth

that many people may not know much about Over the next few pages, we're breaking it down:
transgender folks in order to create fear and divide us. #C What was seen and lsarned during the session

¥ What trans youth are saying and feeling, and
* How we can get and stay ready for a future
where we #Showlpd TransYouth.




What kinds of policy

bills were introduced How many states?
this session? ...and how many bills?

Policymakers introduced bills 5o far, over 33 states have
that aimed to: prohibit healthgare introduced a combined total of
faor transgender youth, restrict 150 anti-trans bills, incleding
access to gendered facilitates T athiete bans and
(like restrooms) exclude trans 40 heatthcare bans.

youth fmem athletics, increase
restrictions on 10 documents, How many bills have passed?

and more. As of June 2021, over 20 hills that may

The mest common bilks focused impact trans youth have passed their

on trans athiete bans and gender- respective housss and are going to ar
affirming healthcare bans. have made it to the governor's deshk.
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Anti-trans Bills introduced
gpring 2021

any links to some of these bad bills?
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young people: we must fix the
world around us because the
adults in power aren't going to.

This is disheartening, but it has
also created a generation of
change makers.
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Why were these bills introduced?

Are they connected to past years?
Historically, trans peopie have been targeted through legislation in
arder to promale false narratives about who we are and 1o create fear
amongst non-trans people. We saw this fear-mongering in 2020 during
a wawve of anti-trans bills mainly focused on limiting our access to
restrooms. When fear is created, it is sasier Lo justify increasing the
policing of trans people. our bodies, and our lives. As trans and
rnonbkinary people build community power, thase in state powar
attempt ta fimit our access o same af our most basic needs inan
attempt ta push our progress backward and tighten ther grip on tha
riation. These bills block us from atfirmng healthcares, playing sports
with our peers, being safe while we use restrooms, receiving cur birth
certificates with correct infoermation, and more. Trans youth are even

meare vulnerable to legislative attacks since the magorily of us can't
even vote for those debating our rights.

What happens in states

where bills passed?
This is when we wish our high
school government teachers
actually taught the
information thal stuck.

In short: even when bad bills
are pasesed (and signed into
taw), the Tight isn't aver. State
and national lagal
arganizations (like the ACLLY
are prapared and ready 10 Sue.
avery. state. government. that
has passed anti-trans hilks and
fight againsl them in courl.
This process and the legal
proceedings can also pause
anti-trans laws fram
hecoming enacted, which
freans the rights of trans

lolks are protected undar
current law.




What do we do?

ph4TransYouth and win
against these attacks, we ne ed our people
to listen to and honor the solutions called

for by trans young people, ou rselves.
hear exactly this!

in order to #Showl

Keep on reading to

TARGETING OUR
}, YOUTH EVERYDAY
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| Tomy representatives: you are harming
{ real students. You are harming not only
4 the young people who are trans and trying
¥ tobeout and safeat school, but you're
| harming every student who will explore
| their gender in the future... who mightbe
| seeing all of this and questioning whether
| they can even think about gender outside
il of what they've been taught. You are
harming so many more people than you
realize. There are people who are just
wanting to live their lives and we are not
your enemies. We are just trying to be
ourselves and what we are beautiful.




| am a trans athlete!
| might not look like one “giggles”
but | am a trans athlete!
Sports are a part of who |l am.
ﬁ The feeling of being on a team is
§1 amazing and being the person who |
5[] want to be is so freeing. Let me be.

= Ash (xe/la) linois
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. | fear sometimes that
| will experience violence when I'm
outside my home. But | try to not dwell on
those fears. It's scary being a trans person in this
world already, let alone when the US government is
writing our death into law. But | don’t dwell on that
fear because | can't live my life in fear of being
me! | just can't. it would destroy me... and it has
already kept me down me long enough. | am not
going to let it destroy me anymore, you know?
F'm gonna go ahead and keep living in
my little fontosic! I'm the moment.
Amayas (they/them) Colorado




.' q All the flawed arguments that
| paliticians try to use fade away |
when you're looking in the face of |
a trans person... the lies just don't |
make much sense when you're
i actually looking at me. A person.
Yes, a person who is simply trans.

| | didn't e
| high school 50 mvuch tﬂ‘ﬁmE. .
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For me, it's music.

the wildest part?

rohind
Jace e/ him ) NE prin LA

It can make it almost impossible to live
your life as a young person when you
don't even have your basic needs met.
Then these layers of privacy invasion???
It's never okay to put someone through
nonconsensual exams, especially kids.
We are literally just trying to live.




#ShowUp4&TransYouth

To keep trans youth alive, thriving and fighting for liberation, n
solidarity must exist in many ways. This requires us to find
the best way to help out in ways that are within our
abilities+talents+resources, as well as, aligned with what

impacted folks (trans youth, in this case) have asked for.
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From conversations with trans youth leaders, this is starting
place for our peaple who are dedicated to trans {youth) liberation.
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Support Black &
Indignnu?:s jeadership

Support youth-

i spaces (like
organized SPaCES TS
E n,.nng-l:l (131 with

ortunities to learn
PR + usaful skills

Support access to
muuprﬁiﬂ g materials

\ndicate to the
young people {books, POFS. trainings)

around you that |
you support |
trans youth.
Make it clear
that you are
down for our
success’

Invest in our
leadership + professional
development



visibility without protection? ¥
Trans people should have it 5.
all. We shouldn't just strive
for representation on the
screan, we deserve to feel
safe and have laws that
§° protect us. | don't think this is
8 radical. It's not a radical thing
'~l to say trans people should be

Imani {thay/them] Ohio
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| Asan adult, the best thing |
| you can do is listen, and
! then ask yourself: how! |
| can create a more |
supportive environment | |
for trans youth? Not how | §
canlfix howyou're |||
}| teeling, but more like how
?1 | can support you on your ||
|  journey of being the

R | | person you want to be.
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Ask us what we
think ab-nut
things goi
in this wor :I

Listen + uplift
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Continued
Resources & Building

Click the links below (1) and
together, we can build a
safer future for all of us.
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I BELIEVE THAT
.

THERB'S A BIG,FUTURE OUT THERE |




